December 14, 2020

Re: Facebook must protect democracy and Georgia election workers

Dear Mr. Zuckerberg, Ms. Sandberg, Ms. Elin, and Mr. Zafar,

The Georgia Senate runoff elections are less than a month away, and election workers in Georgia have
already been forced to take drastic measures to protect themselves against online threats of violence, with

some even forced into hiding.'

Facebook currently offers additional privacy and safety features to frequently targeted people, like
journalists and politicians. As organizations dedicated to social justice and stopping the spread of harmful
hate speech and disinformation, whose constituents' lives hang in the balance, we implore Facebook to
expand these protections to Georgia election workers and commit to closer monitoring in Georgia

to block election disinformation and violent activity that is organized on your company's platform.

The majority of election workers are women, and many extremists are focusing their attacks on Black
election workers in majority-Black districts.? These Black women, who make our democracy work, are

facing harassment, intimidation, and threats of violence--and Facebook has an opportunity to change that.

This is not a partisan issue; it's a matter of protecting our public servants and the integrity of our
democracy. Election workers across Georgia are reporting widespread harassment and death threats,--one
worker found a noose outside of his family’s home with his name on it.>*> On December 1, Republican
Gabriel Sterling, Georgia’s voting system implementation manager, warned at a press conference that
“[s]Jomeone is gonna get hurt, someone is gonna get shot, someone is gonna get killed." He added, "It’s

not right."

Facebook has served as a site for hateful extremists to spread disinformation, harass election workers, and
undermine our votes. Now, heading into the final weeks of the runoff elections, it's critical that Facebook

take immediate action to protect Georgia election workers by extending to them the protections that are
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currently provided to journalists and politicians and taking steps to block the spread of disinformation and

violence in Georgia.’
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