USDA Proposes New Requirements for the “Product of USA” Label Claim
Agency seeks comments on proposed rule

WASHINGTON, March 6, 2023 — The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today
released a proposed rule with new regulatory requirements to better align the voluntary
“Product of USA” label claim with consumer understanding of what the claim means. The
proposed rule allows the voluntary “Product of USA” or “Made in the USA” label claim to be
used on meat, poultry and egg products only when they are derived from animals born, raised,
slaughtered and processed in the United States. Today’s announcement delivers on one of the
key actions in President Biden’s Executive Order on Promoting Competition in the American
Economy, and a commitment made in the Biden-Harris Administration’s Action Plan for a
Fairer, More Competitive, and More Resilient Meat and Poultry Supply Chain. The increased
clarity and transparency provided by this proposed change would prevent consumer confusion
and help ensure that consumers understand where their food comes from.

“American consumers expect that when they buy a meat product at the grocery store, the
claims they see on the label mean what they say,” said Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack.
“These proposed changes are intended to provide consumers with accurate information to
make informed purchasing decisions. Our action today affirms USDA’s commitment to
ensuring accurate and truthful product labeling.”

USDA’s proposed rulemaking is supported by petitions, thousands of comments from
stakeholders, and data. In July 2021, USDA initiated a comprehensive review to understand
what the “Product of USA” claim means to consumers and inform planned rulemaking to
define the requirements for making such a claim. As part of its review, USDA commissioned a
nationwide consumer survey. The survey revealed that the current “Product of USA” labeling
claim is misleading to a majority of consumers surveyed, with a significant portion believing
the claim means that the product was made from animals born, raised, slaughtered and
processed in the United States.

USDA’s comprehensive review shows there is a clear need to revise the current “Product of
USA” label claim so that it more accurately conveys U.S. origin information.

Under the proposed rule, the “Product of USA” label claim would continue to be voluntary. It
would also remain eligible for generic label approval, meaning it would not need to be
pre-approved by USDA’s Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) before it could be used on
regulated product, but would require supporting documentation to be on file for agency
inspection personnel to verify. The rulemaking also proposes to allow other voluntary U.S.
origin claims we see on meat, poultry and egg products sold in the marketplace. These claims
would need to include a description on the package of all preparation and processing steps that
occurred in the United States upon which the claim is made.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsis.usda.gov%2Fpolicy%2Ffederal-register-rulemaking%2Ffederal-register-rules%2Fvoluntary-labeling-fsis-regulated&data=05%7C01%7C%7C2ba4484ef4ab44cfb0c908db1c221ec7%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638134705096094293%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uBNX7F5hk91NIXJb6rS3u1H%2Fi8yeccxig145V%2F0eqT8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fbriefing-room%2Fpresidential-actions%2F2021%2F07%2F09%2Fexecutive-order-on-promoting-competition-in-the-american-economy%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C2ba4484ef4ab44cfb0c908db1c221ec7%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638134705096094293%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rEerc%2BWs2%2BZSsrwHMu4HMnod%2B3ykFPOvxHqZFcYOq6E%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fbriefing-room%2Fstatements-releases%2F2022%2F01%2F03%2Ffact-sheet-the-biden-harris-action-plan-for-a-fairer-more-competitive-and-more-resilient-meat-and-poultry-supply-chain%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C2ba4484ef4ab44cfb0c908db1c221ec7%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638134705096250062%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kDhTTkySuJES%2B%2B5GPG%2F7lyxs8xOFgPMPiqQNjsWGHKw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fbriefing-room%2Fstatements-releases%2F2022%2F01%2F03%2Ffact-sheet-the-biden-harris-action-plan-for-a-fairer-more-competitive-and-more-resilient-meat-and-poultry-supply-chain%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C2ba4484ef4ab44cfb0c908db1c221ec7%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638134705096250062%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kDhTTkySuJES%2B%2B5GPG%2F7lyxs8xOFgPMPiqQNjsWGHKw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsis.usda.gov%2FAnalyzing_Consumers_Value_of_PUSA_Labeling_Claims_final_report&data=05%7C01%7C%7C2ba4484ef4ab44cfb0c908db1c221ec7%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C638134705096250062%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=y3BOhVqmUQQL3zqcFQWca3IvmJjgGZpHcNQ8AxXvBKw%3D&reserved=0

USDA encourages stakeholders, both domestic and international, to comment on the proposed
rule. The proposed rule will be open for public comment for 60 days after publishing in the
Federal Register. Public comments can be submitted at https://www.regulations.gov.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the
Biden-Harris Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater
focus on more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers,
ensuring access to safe, healthy, and nutritious food in all communities, building new markets
and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and forestry
practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural
America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and
building a workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit www.usda.gov.
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