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Alberta Municipal Watch Report: Property tax fairness & trends in operating spending 

Introduction 

Alberta’s Economy 

 

1
 Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada (2020), Key Small Business Statistics, http://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/061.nsf/eng/h_03126.html.  

2
 CFIB, Canadian Businesses and jobs at risk due to COVID-19: Winter 2021 Estimate, January 2021, https://content.cfib-fcei.ca/sites/default/files/2021-
01/Businesses-and-jobs-at-risk-due-to-COVID19.pdf. 
3
 CFIB, Your Voice Survey – May 2021, May 6-31, 2021, AB n=371. 

4  
Ibid. 

http://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/061.nsf/eng/h_03126.html
https://content.cfib-fcei.ca/sites/default/files/2021-01/Businesses-and-jobs-at-risk-due-to-COVID19.pdf
https://content.cfib-fcei.ca/sites/default/files/2021-01/Businesses-and-jobs-at-risk-due-to-COVID19.pdf
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Figure 1 

Alberta Monthly Business Barometer® 

 
Source: CFIB Alberta Business Barometer®, June 2021. 

State of Alberta Small Business 

Figure 2 

Alberta small business recovery dashboard  

Source: CFIB, Your Voice Survey – July 2021, July 8-14, 2021, n(AB) = 325, n(CAN)= 2,674. 
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Figure 3 

Top concerns of Alberta small businesses

 
Source: CFIB, Your Voice Survey – June 2021, June 3-10, 2021, n(AB) = 547. 

Why are property taxes a concern for small business owners? 

5
 CFIB, Your Voice Survey – May 2021, May 6-31, 2021, n(AB)= 371. 

6
 Ibid. 

7
 For more member comments on property taxes, see Appendix B. 
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Figure 4 

In the municipality where your business is located, which of the following areas would you like to see 
improved to help your business succeed? (Select as many as apply)  

Source: CFIB, Alberta Municipal Survey, May 27-June 28, 2021, n = 839. 

 

8
 For more member comments on property taxes, see Appendix B. 
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Figure X 

Alberta Real Operating Spending and Population 
Growth, 2010-2020 

Figure 6 

Alberta’s 17 Largest Municipalities Real Operating 

Spending and Population Growth, 2010-2020 

Figure 5 

Alberta Real Operating Spending and Population 
Growth, 2010-2020 

Part I: Municipal Spending Trends 

  

 

 

9
 Real operating spending refers to operating spending that has been adjusted for inflation.  
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Source: CFIB calculations, Municipal Affairs, Alberta Government, 
2010-2020. 
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Spending in Alberta’s 17 Largest Municipalities 

Table 1 

Alberta’s 17 Largest Municipalities (ranked best to worst) 

Municipality Rank 

2010-2020  
Real Operating 

Spending 
Growth per 
Capita (%) 

2010-2020  
Real Operating 

Spending 

Growth (%) 

2010-2020 
Population 
Growth (%) 

2020 
Operating 

Spending per 

Capita ($) 

Cochrane 1 -32.0% 41.2% 107.5% 1,452 

Lloydminster 2 -15.7% 52.2% 80.4% 1,928 

Airdrie 3 -3.8% 83.0% 90.1% 1,585 

Okotoks 4 0.1% 36.8% 36.7% 1,530 

Spruce Grove 5 -3.4% 52.7% 58.0% 1,886 

Calgary 6 -11.7% 12.2% 27.1% 2,317 

Grande Prairie 7 -10.1% 24.2% 38.1% 2,272 

Edmonton 8 -8.5% 22.4% 33.9% 2,322 

Fort Saskatchewan 9 -5.2% 41.3% 49.0% 2,245 

St. Albert 10 -0.3% 14.9% 15.3% 2,243 

Red Deer 11 -2.1% 15.9% 18.5% 2,340 

Leduc 12 1.6% 49.2% 46.9% 2,595 

Lethbridge 13 6.0% 24.0% 16.9% 2,527 

Rocky View County 14 15.4% 36.5% 18.4% 2,274 

Strathcona County 15 11.9% 31.2% 17.2% 3,066 

Parkland County 16 48.0% 57.6% 6.5% 2,077 

Regional Municipality of 
Wood Buffalo 

17 -9.9% 9.8% 21.9% 4,629 

Average - -8.4% 19.2% 30.1% 2,383 

 

Source: CFIB calculations, Municipal Affairs, Alberta Government, 2010-2020.10 

 

10
 See appendix for the spending trends in all Alberta municipalities.  
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Key Findings: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Lack of clarity and transparency in reporting: Full-time employees   

11
 CFIB, Alberta Municipal Spending Watch Report, 10

th
 Edition: Trends in Operating Spending, 2007-2017, https://content.cfib-

fcei.ca/sites/default/files/2019-10/FINAL%20report%20-%20municipal%20spending%20watch%20report.pdf.  

https://content.cfib-fcei.ca/sites/default/files/2019-10/FINAL%20report%20-%20municipal%20spending%20watch%20report.pdf
https://content.cfib-fcei.ca/sites/default/files/2019-10/FINAL%20report%20-%20municipal%20spending%20watch%20report.pdf
https://content.cfib-fcei.ca/sites/default/files/2019-10/FINAL%20report%20-%20municipal%20spending%20watch%20report.pdf
https://content.cfib-fcei.ca/sites/default/files/2019-10/FINAL%20report%20-%20municipal%20spending%20watch%20report.pdf
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Part II: Property Tax Fairness 

What does property tax fairness look like? 

Interpreting the property tax fairness ratio: 

• 

• 

• 

 

Figure 7 

Calgary: Business Share of Total Property Taxes vs. Business Share of Total Property Assessment (2020) 

Source: CFIB analysis of Alberta Government published property tax rates 2010-2020. See Appendix A - Methodology for details.  

Note: Numbers do not add to 100% as the farmland and machinery and equipment property classifications are not included in the analysis. 
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Figure 8:  

Property tax fairness ratio in Alberta’s 17 largest municipalities, 2020 (ranked best to worst) 

 
Source: CFIB analysis of Alberta Government published property tax rates 2010-2020. See Appendix A - Methodology for details. 
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Table 2:  

2020 Alberta Municipal Tax Fairness Ratio (ranked best to worst) 

 Commercial 
Tax Share 

Commercial 
Assessment 

Share 

Property Tax 
Fairness 

Ratio 

Fairness Ratio: 
Ten Year 
Change 

Rank 

Leduc 37.2% 33.5% 1.11 -20.8% 1 

St. Albert 18.5% 14.7% 1.26 -17.7% 2 

Spruce Grove 22.7% 17.4% 1.31 -12.5% 3 

Cochrane 13.2% 9.9% 1.33 -5.9% 4 

Okotoks 18.5% 13.2% 1.40 19.8% 5 

Grande Prairie 42.4% 30.1% 1.41 -7.7% 6 

Lloydminster 42.4% 27.5% 1.54 -2.3% 7 

Red Deer 39.1% 24.4% 1.60 -10.8% 8 

Airdrie 26.3% 14.4% 1.82 10.4% 9 

Lethbridge 35.7% 18.4% 1.94 -10.9% 10 

Edmonton 45.8% 23.4% 1.96 4.5% 11 

Fort Saskatchewan 35.8% 18.2% 1.97 29.0% 12 

Parkland County 41.3% 20.9% 1.97 -1.2% 13 

Calgary 46.4% 20.5% 2.27 9.0% 14 

Rocky View County 42.5% 17.7% 2.40 -16.9% 15 

Strathcona County 38.7% 15.8% 2.45 48.9% 16 

Regional Municipality 
of Wood Buffalo 

86.7% 14.8% 5.86 213.2% 17 

Average 37.2% 19.7% 1.98 13.4% - 

 

Source: CFIB analysis of Alberta Government published property tax rates 2010-2020. See Appendix A - Methodology for details. 

Key findings:  

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Conclusion & Recommendations 

Figure 9:  

How should your municipal government address increasing business property taxes? (Select as many as 
apply) 

Source: CFIB, Alberta Municipal Survey, May 27-June 28, 2021, AB n=734.

 

12
 CFIB, Alberta Municipal Survey, May 27-June 28, 2021, AB n=736. 

13
 CFIB, Alberta Municipal Survey, May 27-June 28, 2021, AB n=839. 
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• 

• 

 

 

 

14
 CFIB, Alberta Municipal Survey, May 27-June 28, 2021, AB n=839. 
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Appendix A: Methodology 

Trends in Municipal Operating Spending 

Property Tax Fairness 

Data Sources 

 

 

15
 Government of Alberta (2019), Municipal Financial & Statistical Data 2013-2018, 

http://www.municipalaffairs.alberta.ca/municipal_financial_statistical_data, Government of Alberta (2019), Archived Financial Data & Statistics 2009-2012, 

https://www.alberta.ca/municipal-finance-overview.aspx#toc-3.  

http://www.municipalaffairs.alberta.ca/municipal_financial_statistical_data
https://www.alberta.ca/municipal-finance-overview.aspx#toc-3
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Property Assessment in Alberta 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

➢ 

Tax Fairness Ratio 

𝑃𝑟𝑜𝑝𝑒𝑟𝑡𝑦 𝑇𝑎𝑥 𝐹𝑎𝑖𝑟𝑛𝑒𝑠𝑠 𝑅𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜 =  
𝑁𝑜𝑛 𝑅𝑒𝑠𝑖𝑑𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝑃𝑟𝑜𝑝𝑒𝑟𝑡𝑦 𝑇𝑎𝑥 𝑆ℎ𝑎𝑟𝑒

𝑁𝑜𝑛 𝑅𝑒𝑠𝑖𝑑𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑎𝑙 𝐴𝑠𝑠𝑒𝑠𝑠𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑆ℎ𝑎𝑟𝑒
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Appendix B: Alberta small business comments on property taxes  

Municipality & 
Industry 

Comments 

Calgary 
(Personal services) 

“Property taxes are much too high compared with other municipalities. Since 2013, our taxes 
have tripled... I have not been able to give my employees a raise in over 5 years because of the 
increase in rent and taxes. Now that the Alberta's boom has crashed, rent and taxes should go 
down. During the boom, my rent went up 5% per year.” 

Calgary 
(Retail) 

“Property tax is the single largest cost increase to my business in 5 years.” 

Calgary 
(Retail) 

“My property taxes are now the same monthly as they were yearly when I moved into my 
building 26 years ago. Inflation does not account for this.” 

Calgary 
(Retail) 

“The business community has been battered by constantly changing COVID restrictions... The 
issue is not about tax revenue, it is about government spending!” 

Edmonton 

(Unclassified) 

“…My business is my income. We are finally seeing some light at the end of this. I should not 

have to pay extra taxes, or higher taxes, as compared to those who have been able to work the 
whole time during this pandemic.” 

Edmonton 

(Wholesale) 

“My business employs 35 people in both Alberta and BC. Property taxes continue to rise and 

perceived value from the city continues to decline. This last year has especially shown the 
disparity between private versus public sector employees, and the unfairness is blatant.” 

Edmonton 
(Social Services) 

“It is tough. Overhead costs have gone up such as gas, utilities, and property tax, while sales and 
profit margin are way down. We have never had it this tough.” 

Edmonton 
(Personal services) 

“With all the red tape and increasing property taxes we are looking at closing after 20 years...” 

Edmonton 
(Construction) 

“Businesses are closing all around this province. Our property taxes went up yet again this year 
and services are getting worse...” 

Edmonton 
(Construction) 

“Business is down 75-80 per cent. Property taxes and fees, etc. should reflect that too.” 

Edmonton 

(Manufacturing) 

“Our city is a business, and it should be run like a business. Spending must be monitored and 

validated. Increased spending should only occur if/where there are no other options... Our 
company and most small businesses cannot continue to support ever increasing spending.” 

Edmonton 
(Manufacturing) 

“Property taxes are too high and make owning non-residential property unprofitable. We are 
considering selling if possible and relocating to another jurisdiction.” 

Edmonton 

(Retail) 

“Governments at all levels continue to impose higher costs of doing business through increased 
taxes or red tape and it cannot continue. There seems to be no accountability in the municipal 
bureaucracy in Edmonton or Calgary.” 

Wood Buffalo 
(Wholesale) 

“Municipal red tape is very costly and time consuming. Based on today’s laws/by-laws I would 
not open another business in my municipality.” 

Ohaton 

(Construction) 

“Our taxes are ridiculously high... We have no sewer and water, no streetlights, no signage... 

nothing to show for $14,000.00 a year.” 

Rocky View County 
(Transportation) 

“…Both segments (commercial & residential) need to pay their fair share. Business owners have 
no way to influence councils. To increase services for voters and hold the line on taxes to voters, 
businesses are forced to pay. The province tries to make us competitive, and the municipalities 
negate their effort.” 
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Appendix C: Year-Over-Year Operating Spending vs. Population Growth 

Cochrane – Ranked 1st out of 17

 

Cochrane 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Annual Real 
Operating 

Expenditure Growth 
5.7% 4.9% 8.3% 2.8% 5.8% 0.3% 4.7% -0.1% 7.8% 27.6% -20.9% 

Annual Population 
Growth 

0.0% 0.0% 14.0% 6.7% 10.4% 11.5% 8.8% 4.8% 6.2% 4.7% 9.3% 

Nominal Per Capita 
Spending 

$1,810 $1,945 $1,869 $1,827 $1,794 $1,633 $1,589 $1,362 $1,599 $1,983 $1,452 

 

Lloydminster – Ranked 2nd out of 17 

 

Lloydminster 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Annual Real 
Operating 

Expenditure Growth 
11.1% 11.0% 25.5% 8.4% 11.2% -1.6% -8.4% -0.1% -5.2% 6.2% -0.04% 

Annual Population 
Growth 

0.0% 0.0% 3.6% 74.6% 0.0% -0.3% 0.0% 0.1% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Nominal Per Capita 
Spending 

$1,939 $2,206 $2,701 $1,700 $1,939 $1,935 $1,793 $1,610 $1,765 $1,908 $1,928 
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Airdrie – Ranked 3rd out of 17 

 

Airdrie 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Annual Real 
Operating 

Expenditure Growth 
-0.8% 8.5% 10.8% 9.1% 8.9% 7.5% 5.3% 9.2% 6.4% 1.9% -4.32% 

Annual Population 
Growth 

4.5% 8.4% 5.9% 8.4% 10.8% 6.9% 5.4% 5.0% 4.9% 3.6% 7.3% 

Nominal Per Capita 
Spending 

$1,396 $1,432 $1,515 $1,546 $1,559 $1,585 $1,602 $1,498 $1,757 $1,758 $1,585 

 

Okotoks – Ranked 4th out of 17 

 

Okotoks 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Annual Real 
Operating 

Expenditure 
Growth 

5.1% 6.0% -0.8% 13.8% 11.8% -2.7% 10.0% -4.6% 3.3% 23.6% -21.54% 

Annual Population 
Growth 

7.0% 3.4% 4.1% 5.4% 3.8% 2.5% 0.0% 3.1% 0.4% 0.0% 9.3% 

Nominal Per Capita 
Spending 

$1,296 $1,362 $1,312 $1,436 $1,586 $1,522 $1,692 $1,409 $1,676 $2,108 $1,530 
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Spruce Grove – Ranked 5th out of 17 

 

Spruce Grove 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Annual Real 
Operating 

Expenditure Growth 
5.6% 1.6% 15.7% 12.9% -0.4% 19.5% -1.3% -2.4% 8.9% -1.5% -6.38% 

Annual Population 
Growth 

5.7% 0.0% 6.2% 6.5% 5.9% 8.5% 5.0% 3.7% 2.5% 0.0% 8.9% 

Nominal Per Capita 
Spending 

$1,654 $1,722 $1,897 $2,039 $1,967 $2,191 $2,081 $1,762 $2,165 $2,169 $1,886 

Calgary – Ranked 6th out of 17 

 

Calgary 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Annual Real 
Operating 

Expenditure Growth 
8.2% 2.5% -3.4% 17.1% -2.7% 2.2% 2.0% 1.4% -2.3% -0.1% -3.5% 

Annual Population 
Growth 

0.6% 1.8% 2.7% 2.6% 4.0% 3.0% 0.3% 0.9% 1.7% 1.4% 5.9% 

Nominal Per Capita 
Spending 

$2,225 $2,290 $2,175 $2,523 $2,434 $2,445 $2,508 $2,268 $2,520 $2,516 $2,317 
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Grande Prairie – Ranked 7th out of 17 

 

Grande Prairie 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Annual Real 
Operating 

Expenditure Growth 
0.4% 3.9% 10.0% 3.8% 0.5% 0.0% 12.6% -3.6% 3.1% 2.0% -8.89% 

Annual Population 
Growth 

0.0% 0.0% 9.6% 0.0% 0.0% 24.6% 0.0% -7.9% 9.4% 0.0% 0.4% 

Nominal Per Capita 
Spending 

$2,142 $2,280 $2,315 $2,437 $2,513 $2,041 $2,325 $2,187 $2,385 $2,476 $2,272 

 

Edmonton – Ranked 8th out of 17 

 

Edmonton 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Annual Real 
Operating 

Expenditure Growth 
5.7% 5.3% 1.0% 7.7% 3.0% 5.9% -0.1% 2.2% 1.3% 3.7% -8.5% 

Annual Population 
Growth 

0.0% 0.0% 4.5% 0.0% 7.4% 0.0% 2.5% 3.7% 0.0% 4.3% 7.7% 

Nominal Per Capita 
Spending 

$2,153 $2,325 $2,273 $2,478 $2,429 $2,603 $2,568 $2,279 $2,676 $2,706 $2,322 
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Fort Saskatchewan – Ranked 9th out of 17 

 

Fort 
Saskatchewan 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Annual Real 
Operating 

Expenditure Growth 
3.1% 3.8% 7.9% 8.4% 6.4% 9.8% 1.3% 0.9% 0.0% 2.8% -5.26% 

Annual Population 
Growth 

6.8% 0.0% 9.8% 6.4% 4.6% 5.4% 2.2% 3.9% 3.1% 2.3% 3.2% 

Nominal Per Capita 
Spending 

$2,007 $2,134 $2,122 $2,191 $2,285 $2,408 $2,413 $2,107 $2,364 $2,417 $2,245 

St. Albert – Ranked 10th out of 17 

 

St. Albert 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Annual Real 
Operating 

Expenditure Growth 
9.2% 0.0% 2.8% 1.1% 2.4% 4.0% 3.1% 6.3% -0.7% 0.9% -5.31% 

Annual Population 
Growth 

2.8% 0.0% 2.2% 0.0% 2.9% 0.0% 2.2% 1.5% 0.8% 0.0% 4.9% 

Nominal Per Capita 
Spending 

$1,908 $1,954 $1,988 $2,037 $2,078 $2,185 $2,230 $2,102 $2,395 $2,458 $2,243 
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Red Deer – Ranked 11th out of 17 

 

Red Deer 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Annual Real 
Operating 

Expenditure Growth 
7.3% 1.1% 3.9% 6.0% 4.8% -2.9% 10.1% -4.1% -3.2% 3.9% -3.66% 

Annual Population 
Growth 

0.2% 2.0% 0.0% 5.7% 1.5% 2.3% -1.0% 0.6% 0.0% 0.6% 5.7% 

Nominal Per Capita 
Spending 

$2,028 $2,059 $2,162 $2,199 $2,328 $2,236 $2,514 $2,155 $2,413 $2,539 $2,340 

Leduc – Ranked 12th out of 17 

 

Leduc 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Annual Real 
Operating 

Expenditure 
Growth 

23.9% 1.2% 3.3% 4.2% 5.9% 15.5% 7.1% -1.1% 1.2% 6.5% 
-

1.84% 

Annual 
Population 

Growth 
7.9% 3.6% 5.6% 6.9% 4.9% 2.5% 4.1% 2.1% 4.2% 1.8% 3.6% 

Nominal Per 
Capita Spending 

$2,167 $2,167 $2,143 $2,119 $2,193 $2,499 $2,599 $2,266 $2,544 $2,708 $2,595 
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Lethbridge – Ranked 13th out of 17 

 

Lethbridge 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Annual Real 
Operating 

Expenditure Growth 
7.2% 2.5% 4.0% 1.8% -0.4% 4.2% 2.9% 1.6% 2.3% 6.0% -2.84% 

Annual Population 
Growth 

1.4% 1.4% 1.4% 1.5% 2.9% 1.9% 2.1% 1.4% 1.6% 1.7% -0.2% 

Nominal Per Capita 
Spending 

$2,021 $2,093 $2,172 $2,209 $2,193 $2,268 $2,310 $2,081 $2,422 $2,568 $2,527 

Rocky View County – Ranked 14th out of 17 

 

Rocky View 
County 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Annual Real 
Operating 

Expenditure 
Growth 

2.2% 2.4% 4.6% -0.6% 4.4% -1.4% 5.5% 19.1% -15.2% 33.6% -12.57% 

Annual Population 
Growth 

0.0% 0.0% 5.4% 4.4% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 3.6% 0.0% 0.0% 3.9% 

Nominal Per 
Capita Spending 

$1,671 $1,754 $1,761 $1,701 $1,821 $1,815 $1,937 $2,004 $1,966 $2,673 $2,274 
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Strathcona County – Ranked 15th out of 17 

 

Strathcona 
County 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Annual Real 
Operating 

Expenditure Growth 
6.8% 9.0% 26.1% -12.7% -0.7% -0.2% 3.6% 1.0% 7.6% -17.8% 19.28% 

Annual Population 
Growth 

0.0% 0.0% 5.1% 0.0% 0.0% 3.4% 0.0% 2.6% 0.3% 0.0% 4.9% 

Nominal Per Capita 
Spending 

$2,323 $2,593 $3,147 $2,786 $2,837 $2,770 $2,902 $2,571 $3,186 $2,665 $3,066 

 

Parkland County – Ranked 16th out of 17 

 

Parkland 
County 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Annual Real 
Operating 

Expenditure 
Growth 

-6.2% 6.6% 7.5% 9.5% 3.1% 8.3% 11.0% 15.7% -7.0% 17.2% 
-

19.50% 

Population Growth 0.0% 0.0% 1.6% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 5.0% 0.0% 0.0% -0.1% 

Real Per Capita 
Spending 

$1,190 $1,300 $1,391 $1,544 $1,632 $1,787 $2,006 $1,987 $2,137 $2,548 $2,077 
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Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo – Ranked 17th out of 17 

 

Wood 
Buffalo, 
Regional 

Municipality 

of 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Annual Real 
Operating 

Expenditure 
Growth 

59.7% -2.6% 8.1% 12.1% -1.4% 4.3% 24.5% -15.0% -20.7% 32.8% -18.75% 

Annual 
Population 

Growth 
1.8% 10.5% 15.0% 0.0% 0.0% 7.4% 0.0% -8.3% -2.6% 0.0% 0.0% 

Nominal Per 
Capita Spending 

$4,359 $3,936 $3,742 $4,254 $4,300 $4,224 $5,316 $4,430 $4,168 $5,635 $4,629 
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Appendix D: Alberta Municipalities, Population Growth, Spending 
Growth, and Per Capita Operating Spending, 2010-2020 

 

2010-2020 
Population Growth 

2010-2020 Real 
Operating 

Spending Growth 

2020 Per Capita 
Operational 
Spending  

Airdrie 90% 83% $1,585 

Alberta Beach 14% 38% $2,410 

Athabasca 7% 25% $2,416 

Athabasca County -1% 1% $3,591 

Banff -6% 24% $4,499 

Barrhead 10% 29% $2,243 

Barrhead No. 11, County Of 10% 15% $1,405 

Bassano -8% -10% $1,601 

Beaumont 70% 61% $1,710 

Beaver County 6% -11% $2,220 

Beaverlodge 14% 20% $2,204 

Bentley -2% 17% $2,042 

Big Lakes County 33% 19% $4,397 

Bighorn No. 8, M.D. Of -5% 136% $8,014 

Birch Hills County -5% 23% $4,457 

Black Diamond 22% 39% $2,037 

Blackfalds 113% 140% $1,644 

Bon Accord -6% 3% $1,816 

Bonnyville -7% 12% $2,626 

Bonnyville No. 87, M.D. Of 42% 81% $3,869 

Bow Island 10% 38% $1,875 

Bowden -2% 28% $1,849 

Brazeau County 22% 2% $2,402 

Brooks 16% 0% $1,552 

Bruderheim 10% 1% $1,867 

Calgary 27% 12% $2,317 

Calmar 19% 6% $2,002 

Camrose 17% -14% $2,032 

Camrose County 16% 21% $2,093 

Canmore 21% 43% $3,035 

Cardston 3% 30% $2,185 

Cardston County 8% 30% $1,674 

Carstairs 78% 34% $1,844 

Chestermere 59% 51% $1,522 
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Claresholm 4% 13% $1,710 

Clear Hills County -3% 14% $3,805 

Clearwater County 1% 16% $3,140 

Coaldale 29% 32% $1,631 

Coalhurst 47% 30% $1,180 

Cochrane 108% 41% $1,452 

Cold Lake 11% 49% $2,584 

Crossfield 15% N/A N/A 

Crowsnest Pass, Municipality of -6% 12% $2,539 

Cypress County 16% 18% $2,996 

Devon 3% 29% $1,895 

Didsbury 16% 7% $1,614 

Drayton Valley 7% 16% $3,334 

Drumheller 4% N/A N/A 

Duchess 5% 25% $1,622 

Eckville 19% 45% $2,092 

Edmonton 34% 22% $2,322 

Edson 2% N/A N/A 

Elk Point -4% 17% $1,987 

Fairview -5% -18% $1,961 

Fairview No. 136, M.D. Of -23% 1% $3,807 

Falher 12% 15% $2,795 

Flagstaff County 7% 56% $5,170 

Foothills County 22% 0% $1,342 

Fort Macleod -1% 15% $2,121 

Fort Saskatchewan 49% 41% $2,245 

Forty Mile No. 8, County Of 9% -1% $2,686 

Fox Creek -16% N/A N/A 

Gibbons 23% 50% $1,715 

Grande Cache N/A N/A N/A 

Grande Prairie 38% 24% $2,272 

Grande Prairie No. 1, County Of 27% 61% $3,465 

Greenview No. 16, M.D. Of 72% 274% $10,664 

Grimshaw 13% 27% $1,522 

Hanna -10% 30% $2,501 

High Level -15% N/A N/A 

High Prairie -5% N/A N/A 

High River 22% 15% $1,847 

Hinton 5% N/A N/A 

I.D. No. 09 (Banff) 15% 254% $3,515 
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Innisfail 1% 33% $2,141 

Irricana -3% N/A N/A 

Jasper -4% 16% $3,491 

Kneehill County 6% 46% $4,086 

Lac La Biche County -8% 71% $6,115 

Lac Ste. Anne County 5% 20% $2,017 

Lacombe 20% 51% $2,154 

Lacombe County -3% 14% $2,752 

Lamont 8% 0% $1,757 

Lamont County -8% -13% $3,843 

Leduc 47% 49% $2,595 

Leduc County -5% 33% $4,382 

Legal 25% 22% $1,600 

Lesser Slave River No. 124, M.D. Of 4% N/A N/A 

Lethbridge 17% 24% $2,527 

Lethbridge County -1% -5% $1,933 

Lloydminster 80% 52% $1,928 

Mackenzie County 18% 31% $2,702 

Magrath 13% 18% $1,234 

Manning -17% 17% $2,799 

Mayerthorpe -12% 41% $2,966 

Medicine Hat 7% 97% $1,937 

Millet 0% 16% $1,556 

Minburn No. 27, County Of -3% 33% $4,676 

Morinville 38% 49% $1,974 

Mountain View County 6% -3% $1,796 

Nanton 5% -2% $2,067 

Newell, County Of 13% 21% $3,486 

Nobleford 56% -21% $714 

Northern Lights, County Of 23% -13% $3,828 

Northern Sunrise County -32% 81% $10,868 

Okotoks 37% 37% $1,530 

Olds 35% 40% $2,166 

Onoway 1% 49% $2,921 

Opportunity No. 17, M.D. Of 3% 23% $15,645 

Oyen -31% 24% $3,578 

Paintearth No. 18, County Of -6% 33% $6,265 

Parkland County 7% 58% $2,077 

Peace No. 135, M.D. Of 24% 34% $1,974 

Peace River 14% N/A N/A 
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Penhold 74% 69% $1,684 

Picture Butte 8% 40% $2,006 

Pincher Creek 1% 13% $2,173 

Pincher Creek No. 9, M.D. Of -12% 9% $3,505 

Ponoka 14% 24% $1,973 

Ponoka County 17% N/A N/A 

Provost -5% -1% $1,942 

Provost No. 52, M.D. Of -14% 48% $6,218 

Raymond 2% 24% $1,743 

Red Deer 18% 16% $2,340 

Red Deer County -1% 55% $2,958 

Redcliff 17% 6% $1,575 

Redwater 3% 14% $2,184 

Rimbey 9% -23% $1,485 

Rocky View County 18% 37% $2,274 

Saddle Hills County -6% 57% $10,217 

Sexsmith 17% 46% $1,562 

Slave Lake 0% N/A N/A 

Smoky Lake County 52% 12% $2,747 

Smoky River No. 130, M.D. Of -17% #N/A #N/A 

Special Areas Board -9% N/A N/A 

Spruce Grove 58% 53% $1,886 

St. Albert 15% 15% $2,243 

St. Paul 4% 42% $2,438 

St. Paul No. 19, County Of 2% 29% $3,567 

Starland County -21% 22% $5,845 

Stettler 0% 38% $2,552 

Stettler No. 6, County Of 6% 0% $2,819 

Stirling -10% 12% $1,768 

Stony Plain 32% 48% $1,877 

Strathcona County 17% 31% $3,066 

Strathmore 21% 60% $1,935 

Sturgeon County 11% 68% $2,647 

Sundre 19% 13% $1,982 

Swan Hills -38% -6% $3,223 

Sylvan Lake 47% 71% $2,140 

Taber -3% 8% $2,874 

Taber, M.D. Of 13% 25% $2,176 

Thorhild County -10% -3% $4,940 

Thorsby 5% 1% $2,405 
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Three Hills -5% 3% $2,063 

Tofield 13% -8% $1,888 

Trochu -7% 14% $2,820 

Turner Valley 36% 33% $2,054 

Two Hills 11% 24% $2,170 

Two Hills No. 21, County Of 24% 33% $3,310 

Valleyview 2% 8% $3,216 

Vauxhall 22% -27% $1,603 

Vegreville 0% -22% $2,577 

Vermilion -6% 23% $2,357 

Vermilion River, County Of 5% 4% $2,597 

Viking 1% 15% $3,050 

Vulcan 2% 11% $2,285 

Vulcan County 0% N/A N/A 

Wainwright 12% 34% $1,934 

Wainwright No. 61, M.D. Of 8% -23% $3,815 

Warner No. 5, County Of 7% 9% $2,350 

Wembley 10% 154% $2,345 

Westlock 2% 62% $2,513 

Westlock County 3% 8% $2,055 

Wetaskiwin 6% N/A N/A 

Wetaskiwin No. 10, County Of 7% N/A N/A 

Wheatland County 14% 32% $2,596 

Whitecourt 11% 27% $2,653 

Willow Creek No. 26, M.D. Of -2% 22% $2,367 

WOOD BUFFALO, Regional Municipality Of 22% 10% $4,629 

Woodlands County 13% 39% $4,147 

Yellowhead County 10% 82% $4,608 

 

Note: Municipalities with ‘N/A’ did not report their 2020 financial data to the provincial government in time for this report.  
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