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27 January 2022

Dear Lord Chancellor,

We are writing to implore you to legally recognise humanist marriages as part of the ongoing reform
to enable outdoor marriages.

Humanist couples in England and Wales simply ask to have the same freedom of choice to marry in
line with their beliefs as their religious counterparts. The Government has had the power to legally
recognise humanist marriages since the 2013 Marriage Act but has yet to act.

The recent legal case on humanist marriages, Harrison, found the current law to be discriminatory.
However, the judge stopped short of issuing a declaration of incompatibility as the Government stated
it wished to avoid undertaking piecemeal reform of marriage law ahead of the Law Commission’s
ongoing review on marriage. Inconsistencies around who could and could not marry outdoors were
particularly cited as a reason why such piecemeal reform would be undesirable. However, this
argument has been fundamentally undermined by the Government’s recent announcement of a
consultation to introduce outdoor marriage.

We see no reason for humanists to wait any longer. Granting legal recognition would strengthen
families and marriage as an institution, give an economic boost to the Covid-stressed marriage
industry, and is well supported by public opinion. It would bring England and Wales into line with
Scotland, Northern Ireland, Ireland, Jersey, and Guernsey, which have all granted such recognition.

This is not just an issue for humanists. It matters to all of us, of all religions and beliefs, as it is a
simple matter of freedom of belief. We urge you to legally recognise humanist marriages, even if on
an interim basis, ahead of the implementation of the Law Commission’s review on marriage.
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