
 

 
 

** E a  T a a ** 
 
 
Febr ar  1, 2021 
 
 
The Honorable Ch ck Sch mer The Honorable Nanc  Pelosi 
Sena e Majori  Leader Speaker 
Uni ed S a es Sena e U.S. Ho se of Represen a i es 
Washing on, DC 20510 Washing on, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Bernie Sanders The Honorable John Yarm h 
Chairman, Sena e B dge  Commi ee Chairman, Ho se B dge  Commi ee 
Uni ed S a es Sena e U.S. Ho se of Represen a i es 
Washing on, DC 20510 Washing on, DC 20515 
 
Dear Speaker Pelosi, Majori  Leader Sch mer, Chairmen Sanders and Yarm h, 
 
On behalf of People s Ac ion, a na ional ne ork of 40 a e a d ca  a , e -b d  

a a   30 a e , e are s bmi ing o r core priori ies for he ne  ro nd of emergenc  COVID relief 
needs  priori ies ha  are long o erd e. This pas  elec ion c cle, People s Ac ion cond c ed he larges  deep 
can ass program in he co n r  o elec  Presiden  Joe Biden and Vice Presiden  Kamala Harris. We made 40+ 
million o al o er con ac  a emp s, incl ding 280,000 deep can ass phone con ersa ions i h mo eable o ers. 
We mobili ed his effor  o crea e a con e  for relief and reco er  a  he scale of he crisis before s and need he 
Democra ic majori  o ac  immedia el . 
 
We belie e he $1.9 rillion in e pendi res o lined in Presiden  Biden s Ame ican Re c e Plan m s  be he 
floor, and no  he ceiling.  
  
Considering he scale and longs anding na re of o r p blic heal h and economic crisis, a scaled-back COVID 
relief package o ld be a big miss.  
  
Ins ead, e look o o  o ens re ha  people ge  he relief he  need and o ed for. We are seeking a reco er  ha  
is eq i able, and helps address longs anding racial dispari ies dri en b  bad polic . 
  
While e nders and he hopes of some bipar isan agreemen ,  e do no  o  ac ificing he need  of eo le 
fo  i . The recen l  on Democra ic majori  sho ld se all he ools necessar  o pro ide ha  is req ired. We 
s ppor  ili ing he b dge  reconcilia ion process o ad ance his cri ical agenda if Rep blicans ref se o s ppor  
he scale of relief ha  is necessar . We need a bold relief package o be finali ed before he March 14 h 

Unemplo men  Ins rance benefi  cliff and he e pira ion of he Na ional E ic ion Mora ori m a  he close of 
March. 
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People s Ac ion s  op priori ies for his ne  ro nd of relief incl de: 
● Rec  Ca  Pa e : rec rring mon hl  $2,000 checks for hose in need hro gho  he pandemic, 

incl ding ad l  dependen s and ITIN-holders; 
● S e e ed E c  M a  & Re  Ca ce a /Deb  F e e : an e panded e ic ion 

mora ori m ha  bans all e ic ion filings, s mmons, hearings, j dgmen s, and ri s of e ec ion; ren  & 
mor gage cancella ion and deb  forgi eness; if ren al assis ance is increased, i  m s  be i h condi ions; 
g aran eed non-congrega e emergenc  ho sing a ailable for all hro gho  he pandemic;  

● Hea ca e & Vacc e : f ll co erage of heal hcare cos s for all n il e are f ll  reco ered from he 
pandemic (ideall  in a p blic program s ch as Medicare, and m s  e end ell be ond he lo  impac  of 
COBRA s bsidies); free and fair dis rib ion of accines, achie ed b  drama icall  increasing s ppl  
hro gh he se of po ers in 28 U.S.C.  1498 and he Defense Prod c ion Ac ;  

● O e d e P e e : incl de an addi ional appropria ion of $58 million for s ringe ser ice programs 
(SSPs) and o her harm red c ion ser ices o address he o erdose crisis hro gh he CDC opioid and 
infec io s diseases program line and remo e he ban on he se of federal f nds o p rchase s ringes and 
o her rela ed s pplies; 

● P b c J b  E a : p blic heal h resilience jobs foc sing on deli ering he accine and addressing 
heal h dispari ies as ell as care jobs o s ppor  families in his momen ; more job crea ion ill be so gh  
in he reco er  package o follo ;  

● S de  Deb  Re e : cancella ion of p o $50,000 in s den  deb  per borro er; e ending he pa se on 
s den  deb  pa men s hro gh he d ra ion of he pandemic, and incl de hose lef  o  of his relief: 
pri a e s den  loan borro ers, and hose i h commerciall -held loans and Perkins loans; 

● M  Wa e I c ea e: increasing he minim m age o $15 per ho r and ending he ipped 
minim m age and s b-minim m age for people i h disabili ies; and 

● S a e & L ca  S : significan  s a e & local go ernmen  f nding, incl ding ribal comm ni ies and 
U.S. erri ories, o preser e cri ical jobs and essen ial ser ices o r comm ni ies depend on d ring he 
pandemic. 

 
O e  c ca  e e  e e e  e  a e:  immigran  incl sion in ALL benefi s; a pa h a  o ci i enship for 
essen ial orkers and heir families, immigran  o h, and TPS recipien s; an e ension (linked o he econom , 
no  an arbi rar  da e) and boos  of Unemplo men  Ins rance (back p o he addi ional $600/ eek); paid sick da  
e pansion and paid famil  & medical lea e; an increase in SNAP benefi s, and s ppor  for small b sinesses.  
 
We s ppor  an ini ial priori i a ion of he emergenc  relief needs ha  remain nme ; immedia el  follo ing ha , 

e are an io s o foc s on an eq i able and ransforma i e reco er . We s ppor  he THRIVE A e da 
( he hri eagenda.com) - a bold plan for economic rene al ha  ill crea e millions of jobs for a j s , heal h  and 
eq i able socie . The THRIVE Agenda as in rod ced as a resol ion in 2020 ha  man  Members of Congress 
s ppor ed; more specifics ill be released soon. And, e d  e b e  a  be e ed  ad ance he bold 
agenda needed; e s ppor  ha . 
 
Sho ld o  ha e q es ions abo  hese priori ies or an  o mee  i h People s Ac ion o disc ss f r her 
par nerships in ad ancing his agenda, please reach o  o o r Campaigns Direc or, Sondra Yo delman 
(s. o delman@peoplesac ion.org) or o r Direc or of D.C. S ra eg , Jo  Black ood 
(j.black ood@peoplesac ion.org).  
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On behalf of o r 40 member organi a ions, 
 
 
 
 

George Goehl 
Direc or, People s Ac ion 
2125 W. Nor h A en e 
Chicago, IL 60647 
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