
 

 
 

** EPaLO TUaQVPLWWaO** 
 
 
FebrXar\ 1, 2021 
 
 
The Honorable ChXck SchXmer The Honorable Nanc\ Pelosi 
SenaWe MajoriW\ Leader Speaker 
UniWed SWaWes SenaWe U.S. HoXse of RepresenWaWiYes 
WashingWon, DC 20510 WashingWon, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Bernie Sanders The Honorable John YarmXWh 
Chairman, SenaWe BXdgeW CommiWWee Chairman, HoXse BXdgeW CommiWWee 
UniWed SWaWes SenaWe U.S. HoXse of RepresenWaWiYes 
WashingWon, DC 20510 WashingWon, DC 20515 
 
Dear Speaker Pelosi, MajoriW\ Leader SchXmer, Chairmen Sanders and YarmXWh, 
 
On behalf of ​People¶s AcWion, ​a naWional neWZork of ​40 VWaWe aQd ORcaO JUaVVURRWV, SRZeU-bXLOdLQJ 
RUJaQL]aWLRQV LQ 30 VWaWeV ​, Ze are sXbmiWWing oXr core prioriWies for Whe ne[W roXnd of emergenc\ COVID relief 
needs ± prioriWies WhaW are long oYerdXe. This pasW elecWion c\cle, People¶s AcWion condXcWed Whe largesW deep 
canYass program in Whe coXnWr\ Wo elecW PresidenW Joe Biden and Vice PresidenW Kamala Harris. We made 40+ 
million WoWal YoWer conWacW aWWempWs, inclXding 280,000 deep canYass phone conYersaWions ZiWh moYeable YoWers. 
We mobili]ed Whis efforW Wo creaWe a conWe[W for relief and recoYer\ aW Whe scale of Whe crisis before Xs and need Whe 
DemocraWic majoriW\ Wo acW immediaWel\. 
 
We belieYe Whe $1.9 Wrillion in e[pendiWXres oXWlined in PresidenW Biden¶s ​AmeUican ReVcXe Plan ​mXsW be Whe 
floor, and noW Whe ceiling.  
  
Considering Whe scale and longsWanding naWXre of oXr pXblic healWh and economic crisis, a scaled-back COVID 
relief package ZoXld be a big miss.  
  
InsWead, Ze look Wo \oX Wo ensXre WhaW people geW Whe relief Whe\ need and YoWed for. We are seeking a recoYer\ WhaW 
is eqXiWable, and helps address longsWanding racial dispariWies driYen b\ bad polic\. 
  
While Ze XndersWand Whe hopes of some biparWisan agreemenW, ​Ze do noW VXSSoUW VacUificing Whe needV of SeoSle 
foU iW​. The recenWl\ Zon DemocraWic majoriW\ shoXld Xse all Whe Wools necessar\ Wo proYide ZhaW is reqXired. We 
sXpporW XWili]ing Whe bXdgeW reconciliaWion process Wo adYance Whis criWical agenda if RepXblicans refXse Wo sXpporW 
Whe scale of relief WhaW is necessar\. We need a bold relief package Wo be finali]ed before Whe March 14Wh 
Unemplo\menW InsXrance benefiW cliff and Whe e[piraWion of Whe NaWional EYicWion MoraWoriXm aW Whe close of 
March. 
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People¶s AcWion¶s ​Wop ​prioriWies for Whis ne[W roXnd of relief inclXde: 
● RecXUULQJ CaVK Pa\PeQWV ​: recXrring monWhl\ $2,000 checks for Whose in need WhroXghoXW Whe pandemic, 

inclXding adXlW dependenWs and ITIN-holders; 
● SWUeQJWKeQed EYLcWLRQ MRUaWRULXP & ReQW CaQceOOaWLRQ/DebW FRUJLYeQeVV ​: an e[panded eYicWion 

moraWoriXm WhaW bans all eYicWion filings, sXmmons, hearings, jXdgmenWs, and ZriWs of e[ecXWion; renW & 
morWgage cancellaWion and debW forgiYeness; if renWal assisWance is increased, iW mXsW be ZiWh condiWions; 
gXaranWeed non-congregaWe emergenc\ hoXsing aYailable for all WhroXghoXW Whe pandemic;  

● HeaOWKcaUe & VaccLQeV ​: fXll coYerage of healWhcare cosWs for all XnWil Ze are fXll\ recoYered from Whe 
pandemic (ideall\ in a pXblic program sXch as Medicare, and mXsW e[Wend Zell be\ond Whe loZ impacW of 
COBRA sXbsidies); free and fair disWribXWion of Yaccines, achieYed b\ dramaWicall\ increasing sXppl\ 
WhroXgh Whe Xse of poZers in 28 U.S.C. � 1498 and Whe Defense ProdXcWion AcW;  

● OYeUdRVe PUeYeQWLRQ: ​inclXde an addiWional appropriaWion of $58 million for s\ringe serYice programs 
(SSPs) and oWher harm redXcWion serYices Wo address Whe oYerdose crisis WhroXgh Whe CDC opioid and 
infecWioXs diseases program line ​and remoYe Whe ban on Whe Xse of federal fXnds Wo pXrchase s\ringes and 
oWher relaWed sXpplies; 

● PXbOLc JRbV E[SaQVLRQ: ​pXblic healWh resilience jobs focXsing on deliYering Whe Yaccine and addressing 
healWh dispariWies as Zell as care jobs Wo sXpporW families in Whis momenW; more job creaWion Zill be soXghW 
in Whe recoYer\ package Wo folloZ;  

● SWXdeQW DebW ReOLeI​: cancellaWion of Xp Wo $50,000 in sWXdenW debW per borroZer; e[Wending Whe paXse on 
sWXdenW debW pa\menWs WhroXgh Whe dXraWion of Whe pandemic, and inclXde Whose lefW oXW of Whis relief: 
priYaWe sWXdenW loan borroZers, and Whose ZiWh commerciall\-held loans and Perkins loans; 

● MLQLPXP WaJe IQcUeaVe: ​increasing Whe minimXm Zage Wo $15 per hoXr and ending Whe Wipped 
minimXm Zage and sXb-minimXm Zage for people ZiWh disabiliWies; and 

● SWaWe & LRcaO SXSSRUW​: significanW sWaWe & local goYernmenW fXnding, inclXding Wribal commXniWies and 
U.S. WerriWories, Wo preserYe criWical jobs and essenWial serYices oXr commXniWies depend on dXring Whe 
pandemic. 

 
OWKeU cULWLcaO UeOLeI eOePeQWV Ze VXSSRUW aUe: ​ immigranW inclXsion in ALL benefiWs; a paWhZa\ Wo ciWi]enship for 
essenWial Zorkers and Wheir families, immigranW \oXWh, and TPS recipienWs; an e[Wension (linked Wo Whe econom\, 
noW an arbiWrar\ daWe) and boosW of Unemplo\menW InsXrance (back Xp Wo Whe addiWional $600/Zeek); paid sick da\ 
e[pansion and paid famil\ & medical leaYe; an increase in SNAP benefiWs, and sXpporW for small bXsinesses.  
 
We sXpporW an iniWial prioriWi]aWion of Whe emergenc\ relief needs WhaW remain XnmeW; immediaWel\ folloZing WhaW, 
Ze are an[ioXs Wo focXs on an eqXiWable and WransformaWiYe recoYer\. We sXpporW Whe ​THRIVE AJeQda 
(​WheWhriYeagenda.com​) - a bold plan for economic reneZal WhaW Zill creaWe millions of jobs for a jXsW, healWh\ and 
eqXiWable socieW\. The THRIVE Agenda Zas inWrodXced as a resolXWion in 2020 WhaW man\ Members of Congress 
sXpporWed; more specifics Zill be released soon. And, ​eQdLQJ WKe ILOLbXVWeU Pa\ be UeTXLUed WR​ adYance Whe bold 
agenda needed; Ze sXpporW WhaW. 
 
ShoXld \oX haYe qXesWions aboXW Whese prioriWies or ZanW Wo meeW ZiWh People¶s AcWion Wo discXss fXrWher 
parWnerships in adYancing Whis agenda, please reach oXW Wo oXr Campaigns DirecWor, Sondra YoXdelman 
(​s.\oXdelman@peoplesacWion.org​) or oXr DirecWor of D.C. SWraWeg\, Jo\ BlackZood 
(​j.blackZood@peoplesacWion.org​).  
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On behalf of oXr 40 member organi]aWions, 
 
 
 
 

George Goehl 
DirecWor, People¶s AcWion 
2125 W. NorWh AYenXe 
Chicago, IL 60647 
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